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ABSTRACT: In this study, we have designed a three-fluorophore-labeled Y-shaped
DNAzyme with a high catalytic cleavage activity and a three-dimensional (3D)
MOF-MoS2NB (metal−organic framework fused with molybdenum disulfide
nanobox), which was synthesized as an efficient quencher of the fluorescent
biosensor. The synthesized porous 3D MOF-MoS2NBs and Y-shaped DNAzyme
exhibited a good analytical response toward the simultaneous multiple detections of
Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions over the other coexisting metal ions. More specifically, the
three kinds of enzyme aptamer and substrate aptamer (SA) were hybridized and
annealed to form the Y-shaped DNAzyme structure and labeled with three different
fluorophores such as FAM, TAMRA, and ROX over the 3′-end of SA. When the
targets were induced, the DNAzyme was triggered to cleave the fluorophore-labeled
SAs. Then, the cleaved SAs (FAM-SA, TAMRA-SA, and ROX-SA) were adsorbed
on the 3D MOF-MoS2NB surface to quench the fluorescence signal due to a
noncovalent interaction (van der Waals and π−π stacking interaction), which
transmuted the fluorescence on-state to off-state. As a result, the fluorescence assay confiscated the high selectivity and sensitivity for
the target analytes of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions achieved for the detection limits of 0.11 nM, 7.8 μM, and 0.25 nM, respectively.
Accordingly, the sensitivity of the developed sensor was explored with a better lower detection limit than the previously reported
biosensors. The utility of the designed Y-shaped DNAzyme may find a broad field of application in real water sample analysis with
interfering contaminants.

KEYWORDS: 3D MOF-MoS2NBs, Y-shaped DNAzyme, mercury, nickel, silver, biosensor

1. INTRODUCTION

Recently, the increasing threat of chemical pollutants in the
aquatic systems has become a critical issue. The major water
pollutants, especially Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions, are the most
toxic and hazardous to human health due to their strong
affinity with different bio-macromolecules. The excessive
accumulation of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions in humans has
resulted in a wide range of diseases such as brain dysfunction,
liver, kidneys, Minamata diseases, and neurodevelopment
disorders in children. The anthropic sources, incineration of
solid waste, metal smelting, and combustion of fossil fuels
result in skin allergies, dermis, cancer, lung fibrosis, and
disorders in the respiratory, central nervous, and cardiovascular
systems.1−3 As a result, many researchers have concentrated on
the detection of single and dual heavy metal ions. However, the
simultaneous detection of multiple ions is one of the hottest
subjects in the field of water pollution monitoring. Therefore,
from the practical application perspective, it is significant to
establish effective and sensitive methods for the simultaneous
detection of multiple heavy metal ions, which remains a critical
issue.

Many efforts were extensively developed for the detection of
Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions, including flame atomic absorption
spectroscopy, cold vapor atomic fluorescence spectroscopy,
cold vapor atomic absorption spectroscopy, solid-phase
microextraction coupled with high-performance liquid chro-
matography, atomic absorption spectroscopy, inductively
coupled plasma atomic emission spectroscopy, and inductively
coupled plasma mass spectroscopy.4−11 Nevertheless, these
methods possess drawbacks which include complicated
operation techniques, expensive instruments, and so forth. In
particular, the fluorescent sensor exhibits convenient advan-
tages such as metal ion detection with remarkable superiority,
sensitivity, low cost, easy operation, and efficiency. The
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fluorescent sensors have attracted extensive attention.12,13 A
number of fluorescent biosensors for heavy metal detection are
reported over the past several years.14,15 However, sensitive
and selective fluorescent sensors for multiple detections of
Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions are scarce. Frequently, significant
practical limitations of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions are seen, which
include detailed synthesis schemes, high-cost methods, and
insufficient selectivity.
The catalytic DNA sequences are DNAzymes that are

isolated by the systematic evolution of ligands with the help of
the exponential enrichment procedure. The DNAzymes have
significant advantages such as high programmability, stability,
and high affinity to metal ions which can be easily modified
and labeled.16 The DNAzymes are highly catalytic oligonu-
cleotides that require metal ions for the cleavage activity.
Recently, many methods were extensively developed to obtain
different DNAzymes to detect several metal ions with the help
of a specific cleavage activity.17,18 Moreover, the interest has
been evinced in the development of DNAzymes functionalized
with various quenching nanomaterial (labeled or unlabeled)-
based fluorescent biosensors.19−21 Specifically, this type of
sensor complies with a fluorescence resonance energy transfer
(FRET) mechanism, which relies on the fluorescence
quenching fluorophores and quenching materials. This type
of quenching material-based biosensors can effectively quench
the fluorophores, eliminating the selection issues of fluo-
rescence quencher pairs and further improving the signal-to-
noise ratio of the aptamers compared to other various sensing
signaling transduction techniques, namely, electrochemilumi-
nescence, colorimetry, electrochemistry, and Raman meth-
ods.22−24 The developed DNAzyme-based fluorescent bio-
sensor utilizes FRET between the fluorophore (donor) and the
suitable quenching materials (acceptor). Therefore, new kinds
of quenching nanomaterials are established to enhance the
sensing ability.
Recently, the countless well-designed metal−organic frame-

work (MOF) has been found to be effective in the
coordination of the polymeric nanoscale materials, which
have drawn more attention as effective quenching materials.
This framework finds a wide range of applications, which
includes hydrogen storage, water splitting, proteins, gas
storage, antibiotics, carbohydrates, and so forth. Thus, the
MOF has become a vital research field that has encouraged
many chemists and material scientists due to their unique
properties such as versatile surface area, water-dispensability,
tunable nature, biocompatibility, low cost, controllable shape,
ultrahigh porosity, and high fluorescence quencher.25−27

Moreover, the MOF composition exhibits various morpholo-
gies (such as nanosheets, cages, tubes, rods, cube, and so on),
which can be effortlessly tuned based on the selection of
various organic linkers and metal ions.28−31 In addition, the
transition metal dichalcogenides (MoS2, WS2, etc.) have also
attracted significant attention for the effective fluorescence
biosensing platforms to function as fluorescence quenchers for
the detection of metal ions and biomolecules.32,33 At present,
we have aimed to incorporate the MOF (Ni−Co-based
Prussian blue analogues) and MoS2, which will enhance the
biocompatibility and biodegradability. The MOF facilitates
excellent electron acceptors for improving the quenching
efficacy due to the π−π stacking along with the van der Waals
interaction.34,35 Therefore, we have prepared the MOF fused
with molybdenum disulfide nanoboxes (MOF-MoS2NBs) for

fabricating the new DNAzyme-based fluorescent biosensors for
the sensitive and selective detection of the multiple metal ions.
In this investigation, we have designed the Y-shaped

DNAzyme/3D MOF-MoS2NB, which functions as a superior
fluorescent sensing platform for the simultaneous detection of
multiple target Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions in a homogeneous
solution. Each DNAzyme was made using an individual
enzyme aptamer (EA) and a fluorophore-labeled substrate
aptamer (SA). The complementary interactions between the
three DNA sequences enabled hybridization with each other
and the formation of a Y-shaped DNAzyme structure.
Therefore, the developed Y-shaped DNAzyme structure,
which primarily consisted of a double-stranded DNA, was
firmer and had a very poor binding affinity with the MOF-
MoS2NBs. Upon the addition of target metal ions, the
fluorophore-labeled SA was cleaved at the RNA site. In the
meantime, the cleaved fluorophore-labeled SA was adsorbed
onto the versatile MOF-MoS2NB surface due to the van der
Waals and π−π stacking interactions (between the MOF-
MoS2NBs and nucleobases), which resulted in the quenching
of the fluorescence (turn-on to turn-off). Accordingly, this
fluorescent biosensing platform permits the simultaneous
quenching of the three kinds of fluorescence in a SA, resulting
in the multiple detections of metal ions in a homogeneous
solution with excellent sensitivity. Finally, the research explores
the challenges and opportunities in the field of biosensors,
which is based on a complex of Y-shaped DNAzymes with
MOF-MoS2NB sensing probes. The biosensors are predicted
to offer a quantitative readout of the target multiple metal ions
in the real sample analysis.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
2.1. Chemicals and DNA Sequences. All the reagents and

solvents used in this experiment were bought commercially. Sodium
citrate, potassium acetate, ammonium molybdate, thiourea, potassium
hexacyanocobaltate(III), ethanol, tris (hydroxymethyl) aminome-
thane, metal halides, and metal nitrates (lead nitrate, cobalt nitrate,
nickel nitrate, zinc nitrate, silver nitrate, ferric nitrate, copper chloride,
calcium chloride, ferrous chloride, manganese chloride, magnesium
chloride, cadmium chloride, and barium chloride) were purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich and Alfa Aesar. The DNA oligomers (three kinds
of the fluorophore-labeled three SAs and label-free EAs) were
procured from Allied Scientific Products (Kolkata, India). The
sequence is given as follows.

Substrate aptamers. SA1 = TAMRA: 3′-AGGTAGAGATArAG-
GAAGATCCGCTG-5′

SA2 = ROX: 3′-CTCTCGAGACACTATrAGGAAGATCCG-
GAA-5′

SA3 = FAM: 3′-GTGCAGGTAGAGAAGGrATATCACTCA-5′
Enzyme aptamers
EA1 = 5′-CACGTCCATCTCTTCAGT(C)5CGGAAACG(C)-

5ACAGCGTACCCTGAACATAGTGAGT-3′
EA2 = 5 ′ -GAGAGCTCTCTTTCTCTCATAGCTTC-

TAGGCCTT-3′
EA3 = 5′-CACGTCCATCTCTTCAGT(T)5CGGAAACG(T)-

5ACAGCGTACCCTGAACATAGTGAGT-3′
The stock solution of DNAs was prepared using Tris−HCl (pH

8.0). All of the chemical reagents were of analytical grade and used
directly as collected without any purification.

2.2. Structural Characterization. The fluorescence emission
spectra were obtained using a HORIBA JOBIN YVON Fluoromax-4
Spectrofluorometer with a xenon lamp excitation source with
excitation wavelengths of 491, 575, and 554 nm and emission
wavelengths of 523, 606, and 572 nm, respectively, and a slit width of
5 nm. High-resolution scanning electron microscopy (HR-SEM,
Thermo scientific Apreo S) was used. The HR transmission electron
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microscope was a JEOL Japan, JEM-2100 Plus, which was operated at
200 kV. The elemental mapping was also conducted with the electron
microscope for HR-SEM equipped with the energy-dispersive X-ray
spectroscopy (EDXS) of ISIS300 (Oxford) to identify the distribution
of Ni, Co, Mo, S, C, N, and O profiles on the surface of the MOF-
MoS2NBs. The Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectra of the solid
sample embedded in the KBr pellets were collected with the help of
Agilent Technologies at room temperature. The X-ray diffraction
(XRD) spectrum was recorded using a PAN analytical X’pert pro-X-
ray diffractometer with Cu Kα radiation. In addition, X-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS, PerkinElmer Phi 1600 ESCA
system), using Mg (1486.6 eV) as the radiation source, was used to
estimate the surface element composition, element-binding config-
uration, and charge compensation of the MOF-MoS2NBs. Moreover,
circular dichroism spectroscopy (CDS) was carried out for the Y-
shaped DNAzyme creation. The three kinds of EA and SA were mixed
to 4 μM in 10 mM Tris−HCl (pH 7.0) without any Hg2+, Ni2+, and
Ag+ ions. CDS was performed in the range between 230 and 300 nm

using a JASCO J-815 spectrometer (JASCO International Co. Ltd.,
Japan) under the following conditions: room temperature with a 1 ×
1 cm quartz cuvette, data interval: 1 nm, bandwidth: 2 nm, scan
speed: 50 nm/min, and response time: 5 s. Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ were
dissolved in deionized water (DW), and the final concentration was
realized by adding 100 μL of cation solution to the 1.9 mL Y-shaped
DNAzyme solution.

2.3. Preparation of Quenching Nanomaterials. 2.3.1. Syn-
thesis of MoS2-NSs. For a typical synthesis,

36 700 mg of Na2MoO4,
800 mg of CH4N2S, and 100 mg of polyethylene glycol (MW ≈ 2000)
were dissolved in 35 mL of DW and vigorously stirred for 12 h to get
a homogeneous suspension. The obtained mixture was poured into a
Teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave and kept at 200 °C in an oven
for 24 h. After cooling, the black powders were collected, and
unreacted reactants were removed by repeated centrifuging in ethanol
and water. Finally, the resulting MoS2 nanosheet was dried at 70 °C
for 12 h.

Scheme 1. Schematic Diagram for the Synthesis of MOF-NBs

Scheme 2. Schematic Diagram for the Synthesis of MOF-MoS2NBs

Scheme 3. Schematic Diagram for Three Kinds of Fluorophore-Labeled Y-Shaped DNAzymes

ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces www.acsami.org Research Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsami.1c07086
ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2021, 13, 31710−31724

31712

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=sch1&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=sch1&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=sch2&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=sch2&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=sch3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=sch3&ref=pdf
www.acsami.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


2.3.2. Synthesis of MOF-NBs. The MOF-NBs (Scheme 1) were
prepared using a modified precipitation method.37 In a typical
preparation, 0.0004 M nickel nitrate and 0.0007 M sodium citrate
were dissolved in 15 mL of DW. Subsequently, 0.2 M potassium
hexacyanocobaltate(III) was dissolved in 15 ml of DW. The two
solutions were mixed using magnetic stirring for 4 min at room
temperature. The obtained mixed solution was aged for 20 h at room
temperature. The required product was centrifuged, and the
precipitates were washed with H2O/C2H5OH and dried at 65 °C
overnight.
2.3.3. Synthesis of MOF-MoS2NBs. 60 mg of as-prepared MOF-

NBs and 30 mg of MoS2-NSs were dissolved in 60 mL of N,N-
dimethylformamide (DMF) with the help of ultrasonication for 25
min. Then, the blends were transferred to a 100 mL Teflon-lined
stainless steel autoclave and heated to 215 °C for 20 h.38 After that,
the mixture was cooled to room temperature. The transparent and
colorless crystals were filtered off, and the blends were washed several
times using deionized H2O/C2H5OH and dried at 65 °C. The
obtained product was denoted as “MOF-MoS2NBs” (Scheme 2).
2.4. Design for the Y-Shaped DNAzyme and Detection

Procedure. The preparation of a Y-shaped DNAzyme involves the
hybridization of 5 μL of 2 μM SAs and 10 μL of 2 μM EAs (Hg2+-
zyme) in a buffer (50 mM Tris−HCl, 50 mM NaCl, pH = 8.0) at 37
°C for 30 min. The same procedure was followed to prepare two more
DNAzymes (Ni2+-zyme and Ag+-zyme). After annealing, the three
separate DNAzymes were added and kept for 1 h to generate the Y-
shaped DNAzyme (Scheme 3). The detailed procedure for the
detection of multiple targets is as follows: 10 μL of Y-shaped
DNAzyme, 800 μL of buffer, 50 mM Tris−HCl (50 mM NaCl, pH =
8.0), and 80 μL of MOF-MoS2NBs (25 μg·mL−1) were sequentially
added into a plastic centrifuge tube. After 30 min of reaction, the
solution was transferred into a cuvette. Subsequently, the freshly
prepared 10 μL of the target stock solution was added in different
concentrations and incubated for 25 min. The fluorescence intensity
was measured using the respective excitation and the emission
wavelength of the three fluorophores.
2.5. Detection of Real Samples. The real water samples are used

to prove the feasible development of our technique. To determine the
presence of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+, the real water samples were
calibrated at 8.0 pH. This was followed by filtration using a 0.22 μM
membrane filter for isolating the insoluble impurities. These samples
were collected from the SRM Institute campus, Chennai, India. The
different concentrations of Hg2+ (0.3, 0.6, and 0.9 nM), Ni2+ (10, 15,
and 20 μM), and Ag+ (0.4, 0.8, and 1.2 nM) ions were spiked in the
RWS. The fluorescence studies of these samples were analyzed using
the designed Y-shaped DNAzyme/MOF-MoS2NB biosensor.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Material Characterization. The surface morpholo-

gies of the MOF-NBs and MOF-MoS2NBs were scrutinized
with the help of HR-SEM and HR transmission electron
microscopy (HR-TEM). Figure 1 shows the HR-SEM and HR-
TEM images, which reveals the high uniformity of the as-
prepared MOF-NBs with an average particle size of about 320
nm, which displayed cubic-like crystal lattices consisting of a
large number of cubic formations. Furthermore, the MoS2
incorporated with the MOF-NBs was coordinated on the outer
surface of the MOF-NBs to form MOF-MoS2NBs. The HR-
SEM and HR-TEM (Figure 2) images of MOF-MoS2NBs
clearly reveal that the thin nanosheets of the MoS2 were
successfully grown on the surface of the MOF-NBs. However,
the MOF-MoS2NBs were seen to retain the original cubic
structure. From the experimental results, it is clear that the
MOF-MoS2NBs were suitable as a fluorescence quencher, and
they would be able to bind the DNA with the help of π−π
stacking and van der Waals interaction. Furthermore, EDXS
scans indicated that the MOF-NBs have Ni, Co, C, and N
elements, which are shown in Figure 3a. In addition, the
molybdenum (Mo), sulfur (S), and oxygen (O) elements were

Figure 1. HR-SEM (a−c) and HR-TEM (d−f) images of MOF-NBs.

Figure 2. HR-SEM (a,b) and HR-TEM (c,d) images of MOF-
MoS2NBs.
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present in the MOF-MoS2NBs (Figure 3b). Therefore, we
conclude that the MoS2 nanosheets were successfully
incorporated into the pores and cubic surfaces of the MOF-
NBs.
To identify the crystalline nature, the chemical composition

and oxidation state of the MOF-NBs and MOF-MoS2NBs
were procured using XRD, FTIR, EDXS, and XPS. Figure 4a,b
shows the XRD spectra, which can be seen as well indexed
with the face-centered cubic phase (JCPDS 89-3738).39 In
these spectra, the two samples were indexed with (17.5°-200),
(24.8°-220), (35.4°-400), (39.7°-420), (43.7°-422), (50.9°-
440), (54.2°-600), (57.4°-620), (66.4°-640), and (69.3°-642)
planes, respectively. All the diffraction peaks correspond to the
pure cubic MOF-MoS2NBs with no additional peaks from
impurities. According to the crystal field theory, the crystal
structure of MOF-NBs possesses high-spin Ni ions which are
coordinated with nitrogen atoms, and the low-spin Co ions are
coordinated with carbon atoms, resulting in the formation of a

three-dimensional network with Ni2+−NC−Co3+ chains. In
divergence to MOF-NBs, several peaks were perceived. For
example, the peaks were seen at (14.3°-002), (29.0°-311),
(32.6°-100), (33.5°-101), (35.8°-102), (44.1°-006), (49.8°-
105), (58.3°-110), (70.1°-108), (72.7°-203), and (75.9°-116)
in the MOF-MoS2NBs, which corresponded to MoS2. Also,
few other peaks were observed, which were related to NiS.40,41

Furthermore, the chemical bonding confirmation of the metal
ion immobilization and the metal sulfide functionalization was
successfully assigned to the surface of the MOF-NBs and the
MOF-MoS2NBs, whose results are shown in Figure 4c. The
MOF-NBs and MOF-MoS2NBs exhibit a high-intensity peak,
which was at 2183 cm−1. This was attributed to the CN
stretching vibration of the Ni2+−CN−Co3+ complex, and the
bands at 562 and 453 cm−1 are ascribed to the metal cyanide
(Co−CN and Ni−CN).42 In contrast, the MOF-MoS2NBs
revealed peaks at 1721 cm−1 and 742 cm−1 for the Mo−O and
Mo−S vibrations, respectively (metal sulfide). From MoS2, the

Figure 3. EDXS for (a) MOF-NBs and (b) MOF-MoS2NBs.

Figure 4. XRD (a,b) and FT-IR (c) spectra for MOF-NBs and MOF-MoS2NBs.
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N-dimethylformamide moiety peak at 1610 cm−1(CO) and
the OH/NH stretching broadband center at 3388 cm−1 were
observed. The additional absorptions at 1420 cm−1 (vCS),
1287, and 1127 cm−1 (vC−N) were assigned to MoS2. This
peak revealed the thiourea of the MoS2 surface. Therefore, the
conclusions strongly suggest that Mo−S2 was well incorpo-
rated on the versatile MOF-NB surface.
The XPS measurements were performed to confirm the

chemical state and elemental composition of the prepared
MOF-MoS2NBs. The outcomes are revealed in Figure 5a−h.

In Figure 5a, the spectrum of the MOF-MoS2NBs confirmed
the presence of Ni 2p, Co 2p, Mo 3d, S 2s, S 2p, N 1s, O 1s,
and C 1s without impurities. The Ni 2p3/2 spin−orbit peaks at
855.9 eV correspond to Ni in the Ni−MoS and Ni 2p1/2 spin−
orbit peaks at 872.3 eV, as shown in the Ni 2p spectra (Figure
5b),43 while a peak of 856.3 eV contributes to the Ni2+ species.
The additional peaks at 861.7 and 880.1 eV can be ascribed to
the relating Ni species’ satellite points. In Co 2p, the XPS
spectra (Figure 5c) show the two distinct peaks centered at
797.1 and 781.6 eV, which are assigned to the Co 2p1/2 and the
Co 2p3/2 spin−orbit peaks, respectively. Additionally, the
satellite bands at 802.9 and 789.7 eV were attributed to the Co
species. Also, the spectrum of Mo 3d-S 2s at the peak of 226
eV relates to the S 2s species (Figure 7d).44 Furthermore,
Mo4+ is being attributed to the two major peaks at 228.7 and
232.3 eV, and the other peak at 226 eV consists of S 2s. The
two peaks located at 161 and 162 eV in the S 2p spectrum
(Figure 5e) correspond to the S 2p3/2 and S 2p1/2 orbitals of
S2−. Consequently, the C 1s high-resolution spectrum of the
MOF-MoS2NBs (Figure 5f) could be curve-fitted with one
peak component, and it contains a binding energy of 284.8 eV
for the C−N species. Also, the N 1s spectra (Figure 5g) had
one peak at 398.3 eV, attributing to the presence of C−N in
the MOF-MoS2NBs. In Figure 5h, the peak at 531.3 eV can be
ascribed to −OH from the crystal water. These results revealed
that the MoS2 nanosheets were successfully incorporated onto
the MOF-NB surface. Therefore, the prepared MOF-MoS2NBs

Figure 5. XPS of MOF-NBs and MOF-MoS2NBs: (a) survey, (b) Ni 2p, (c) Co 2p, (d) Mo-3d-S 2s, (e) S 2p, (f) C 1s, (g) N 1s, and (h) O 1s.

Figure 6. BET analysis for (a) MOF-NBs and (b) MOF-MoS2NBs.
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were selected as a highly effective DNA adsorbent and
fluorescence quencher.
Furthermore, the as-prepared MOF-NB and MOF-MoS2NB

surface areas were analyzed using the nitrogen gas adsorption/
desorption isotherms. As shown in Figure 6, the Brunauer−
Emmett−Teller (BET) specific surface area for the MOF-NBs
and MOF-MoS2NBs were measured to be 524.6 and 649.3 m2

g−1, which was significantly larger than for the other MOF-
based nanomaterials.45−47 The high specific surface area could
allow for more DNA adsorption, making the fluorescence
quenching process easier.

3.2. Mechanism of the Simultaneous Detection
Sensing Platform. In this sensing principle (Scheme 4), we
have designed the Y-shaped DNAzyme, which is employed in a

Scheme 4. Schematic Illustration of the Simultaneous Fluorescence Detection of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ Ions Based on the Y-
Shaped DNAzyme/MOF-MoS2NBs

Figure 7. (a) Quenching efficiency of MOF-MoS2NBs [100 nM Y-shaped DNAzyme in 10 mM Tris−HCl (pH 8.0) with 25 mM NaCl], (b)
effects of the MOF-MoS2NB concentration on the fluorescence intensity of FAM, ROX, and TAMRA, and (c) MOF-MoS2NBs exhibit a high
fluorescence quenching efficiency compared to other similar quenching nanomaterials (GO, PBA, MoS2, PDA, and MOF-PDANCs).

Figure 8. (A−C) Fluorescence intensity of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions in various conditions. [A,B,C(a)] 100 nM fluorophore-labeled Y-shaped
DNAzyme. [A,B,C(b)] 100 nM Y-shaped DNAzyme with a quenching material (MOF-MoS2NBs). [A,B,C(c)] 100 nM Y-shaped DNAzyme and
target metal ions (200 nM Hg2+, 300 μM Ni2+, and 300 nM Ag+) with MOF-MoS2NBs. [A,B,C(d)] 100 nM Y-shaped DNAzyme and other metal
ions (50 nM) with MOF-MoS2NBs.
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fluorescent biosensor for the simultaneous detection of Hg2+,
Ni2+, and Ag+. The formation of the Y-shaped DNAzyme
consists of three EA and SA portions in detail. This is because
the edges of the SA portions were labeled with three different
fluorophores such as FAM, TAMRA, and ROX. A unique
reciprocal relationship exists between the EAs and SAs. The
EA portions interact with the SA portion to form a Y-shaped
DNAzyme in the process of annealing. In addition, each SA
has a RNA site, which can be cleaved by the presence of
specific metal ions (Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+). To detect the Hg2+

and Ag+ ions, we used the Mg2+zyme as Hg2+ and Ag+zyme due
to the initiation of catalytic cleavage activity by Mg2+. Thus, the
DNAzyme was mixed with Mg2+ ions, which made the
DNAzyme capable of detecting the Hg2+ and Ag+ ions. In
addition, the Hg2+ and Ag+ ions quickly restored the stem-loop
structure and activated the DNAzyme to effectively cleave the
FAM- and TAMRA-labeled SAs due to the specific affinity
between the metal ions and the base pairs in the enzyme
strands. For example, Hg2+ was strongly coordinated with the
thymine base pair through T−Hg2+−T and Ag+ was strongly
coordinated with the cytosine base pairs with the help of the
C−Ag+−C coordination. Simultaneously, the detection of Ni2+

ions was done using specific DNAzymes with a small
modification at RNA sites of the SA, where the RNA structure
of the cleavage point was changed using the nitrogen-rich
glycyl−histidine ligand. This modified cleavage point con-
tained a carbonyl and an imidazole group, which provided
multiple nickel binding sites. After adding the Ni2+ ion, the
RNA site was cleaved to release the ROX-labeled SA. Finally,
the three splintered SA fragments with fluorophores (FAM,
ROX, and TAMRA) were released from the Y-shaped
DNAzyme and bound with the MOF-MoS2NBs using

noncovalent interactions (π−π stacking and van der Waals
force). Thus, the MOF-MoS2NBs induced the effective
fluorescence quenching functionality, and the fluorescence
signal was significantly decreased. Nevertheless, in the absence
of target metal ions, the Y-shaped DNAzyme did not adsorb
onto the surface of the MOF-MoS2NBs. This is because the
designed Y-shaped DNAzyme consisted of double-stranded
DNA, which had a weak binding ability with MOF-MoS2NBs,
resulting in the absence of fluorescence reduction.

3.3. Fluorescence Quenching Performance of MOF-
MoS2NBs. Figure 7a reveals the fluorescence quenching
efficiency of the MOF-MoS2NBs. The key sensing probe of
the Y-shaped DNAzyme consisted of three types of SA with
attached dissimilar fluorophores such as FAM, TAMRA, and
ROX. In the absence of metal ions, the fluorophore-attached Y-
shaped DNAzyme probes exhibited strong fluorescence
emissions at 523, 606, and 572 nm, respectively, due to the
incapability of the Y-DNAzyme (it mainly happened due to the
weak binding force of the dsDNA with the MOF-MoS2NBs) to
adsorb onto the MOF-MoS2NBs. However, in the presence of
the target metal ions, it triggered the RNA sites of the Y-
shaped DNAzyme and cleaved the SAs. The bonding with the
MOF-MoS2NBs results in the quenching of the fluorescence
signal dramatically due to the π−π stacking and the van der
Waals interaction between the exposed nitrogenous nucleo-
bases and the MOF-MoS2NBs. The as-prepared MOF-
MoS2NBs possessed a combination of two nanomaterials,
namely, the MOF-NBs and the MoS2 sheet. The MOF-NBs
exhibited π−π stacking and an electrostatic interaction
between the aromatic nitrogenous nucleobases and the π-
electrons rich in the −CN groups on the MOF-NB surface.
Moreover, the adsorption of DNA onto the MOF-NB surface

Figure 9. (a) Fluorescence stability of the Y-shaped DNAzyme structure with various ratios, (b) fluorescence stability of the Y-shaped DNAzyme
with various hours, and (c) influence of DNAzyme concentration on the fluorescence intensity with 10 mM Tris−HCl (pH 8.0) with 25 mM NaCl
and 25 μg/mL MOF-MoS2NBs (200 nM Hg2+). (d) Influence of pH on the DNAzyme activity with a 100 nM formed Y-shaped DNAzyme
structure in 10 mM Tris−HCl with 25 mM NaCl, 25 μg/mL MOF-MoS2NBs, 200 nM Hg2+, 300 μM Ni2+, and 300 nM Ag+. (e) Effects of the
incubation time on the fluorescence intensity with a 100 nM formed Y-shaped DNAzyme in 10 mM Tris−HCl (pH 8.0) with 25 mM NaCl and 25
μg/mL MOF-MoS2NBs (200 nM Hg2+, 300 μM Ni2+, and 300 nM Ag+).

ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces www.acsami.org Research Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsami.1c07086
ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2021, 13, 31710−31724

31717

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
www.acsami.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsami.1c07086?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


also occurred as a result of the binding of the phosphate
skeleton in the DNA to Ni2+ and Co2+ in the MOF-NBs.
The MoS2 nanosheets exhibit a higher fluorescence

quenching efficiency toward the fluorophore-labeled ssDNA.
This is because MoS2 acts as a very strong adsorbent for the
ssDNA via the van der Waals interaction [significant
electronegativity between Mo and S, polarized electron
distribution can occur, which is beneficial for the van der
Waals interactions (e.g., dipole and induced dipole inter-
actions)] between the nucleobases and MoS2. For example, the
H atom of the CH3 group in the adenine bases interacted with
the S atom of the MoS2 surface. For cytosine, the H atom of
the CH3 group and the O atom are quite closer to the MoS2
surface.
The fluorescence quenching efficiency was calculated using

the formula QE= (FP − FMOF/FP) × 100%, where FP is the
fluorescence intensity of the pure fluorophore in the Y-shaped
DNAzyme and FM is the fluorescence intensity after the
addition of the MOF-MoS2NBs with the fluorophore-attached
Y-shaped DNAzyme. The quenching efficiency of the various
quenching nanomaterials was achieved above 95%. On the
other hand, the 99.2% fluorescence quenching efficiency was
achieved by 25 μg/mL MOF-MoS2NBs (Figure 7b). There-
fore, 25 μg/mL was selected as an optimized concentration for
effective fluorescence quenching. The quenching efficacy of the
MOF-MoS2NBs was compared with other similar quenching
nanomaterials (GO, PBA, MoS2, PDA, and MOF-PDANCs),
as revealed in Figure 7c. The experimental results of GO, PBA,

MoS2, PDA, and MOFs revealed a less quenching performance
compared to the MOF-MoS2NBs due to the rigidity and a
lesser number of the surface absorbing groups.

3.4. Study for the Viability of Simultaneous
Detection of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ Ions. The viability of
the concurrent ultrasensitive detection of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and
Ag+ ions was analyzed using various samples. As seen in Figure
8a−c, the fluorescence intensities of Figure 8A,B,C(a) are
relatively high with the inclusion of the fluorophore-labeled Y-
shaped DNAzyme. Figure 8A,B,C(b) reveals that the
fluorescence intensities do not change clearly with the addition
of the MOF-MoS2NBs to the Y-shaped DNAzyme. However,
in the inclusion of the target metal ions, the cleavage reaction
can be initiated to produce three kinds of fluorophore-labeled
SA fragments. The SA fragments can absorb onto the MOF-
MoS2NB surface due to the robust interaction between the
MOF-MoS2NBs and the fluorophore-labeled SA fragments,
resulting in the intense quenching of the fluorescence
intensities [Figure 8A,B,C(c)]. While the other metal ions
were injected into the MOF-MoS2NBs/Y-shaped DNAzyme
[Figure 8A,B,C(d)], there was no fluorescence change which
indicated that the other target metal ions do not cleave the
RNA site.

3.5. Optimization of the Sensing System. The sensing
probe conditions were optimized with various several
experimental factors to achieve the best sensing performance,
including the stability of the Y-shaped DNAzyme, the
concentration of the Y-shaped DNAzyme, the effect of reaction

Figure 10. (a) Fluorescence spectra for Hg2+ MOF-MoS2NBs (25 μg·mL−1) and Y-shaped DNAzyme (20 μM) at various concentrations (0, 0.3,
0.6, 0.9, 1.2, 1.5, 1.8, 2.1, 5, 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, and 300 nM) in 20 mM TRIS (pH = 8.0) at 37 °C; (b) resolution of fluorescence against the Hg2+

concentrations; (c) linear relationship between the fluorescence intensity and Hg2+ concentrations (0−1.6 nM); and (d) selectivity of Hg2+ (200
nM) and coexisting metal ions (400 nM). Error bars displayed the standard deviation for three individual tests.
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time, and the pH condition, as revealed in Figure 9. Before
testing the sensor, the stability of the Y-shaped DNAzyme was
determined with the help of the emission spectra consisting of
the FAM, ROX, and TAMRA fluorophores. Figure 9a indicates
that the fluorescence intensity of the three dissimilar
fluorophores was nearly stable at a 1:1:1 ratio for 2 h,
implying the enhanced stability of the Y-shaped DNA
structure. When the ratio of the DNAzymes was 1:1:1, the
structure influenced the stability of the Y-shaped DNAzyme.
Subsequently, the amount of DNAzyme became a sensitive
measurement for this biosensor. Next, we optimized the
stability of the Y-shaped DNAzyme by monitoring the
fluorescence intensity changes of the three fluorophores.
Figure 9b shows that the fluorescence intensities of the three
fluorophores were relatively stable for 2 h, which indicated the
stability of the formed Y-shaped DNAzyme structure. The
influence of the concentration of the DNAzymes on the
fluorescence intensity with and without the target metal ions
(Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+) was studied, as revealed in Figure 9c. In
this optimization study, we used the Hg2+-dependent
DNAzyme as an example. In the absence of the Hg2+ ion,
the fluorescence intensity of FAM increased with increasing
DNAzyme concentration owing to the increased amount of the
FAM fluorophore. However, in the presence of a Hg2+ ion, the
fluorescence intensity of FAM significantly decreased as a
result of the adsorption of cleaved FAM-labeled SA on the
surface of the MOF-MoS2NBs. Accordingly, the concentration
of the three DNAzymes was optimized within 5−200 nM. The
experimental results demonstrated that the fluorescence
emissions attained maximum levels when the concentration

of the DNAzyme was at 150 nM. However, the concentration
of DNAzymes greater than 150 nM did not influence the
sensing ability. Moreover, we also optimized another two
DNAzymes using the above-mentioned procedure. The
influences of the pH and the incubation time are also
optimized in Figure 9d,e. The sensing mechanism demon-
strated that the fluorescence quenching steps include two
stages: the cleavage reaction of the DNAzyme and the
adsorption of the fluorophore-labeled SA portion on the
MOF-MoS2NB surface. In addition, pH is a crucial parameter
for the DNAzyme cleavage reaction. Also, the DNAzyme
activity cleavage was greatly affected by the pH of the solution.
Therefore, the influence of pH (Tris−HCl) on the three kinds
of DNAzyme is optimized in Figure 9d. As a result, the activity
of the DNAzyme was higher at pH 8. When the pH was
increased above 8, the activity of the DNAzyme did not
change. This signified that the activity of the DNAzyme was
highly pH-dependent. Thus, a pH value of 8.0 was suitable for
the sensing system. As shown in Figure 9e, the Hg2+, Ni2+, and
Ag+ ions steadily decreased the fluorescence intensity during
the reaction time and then existed as a plateau for 25 min.
According to the evidence,48 the DNAzyme cleavage process
typically ended in 5 min due to the high reaction efficacy.
Consequently, the adsorption stage functioned as a rate-
limiting process for the overall reaction, which culminated in a
longer response time. The reliability of the incubation time
with these metal ions indicated that simultaneous detection
was achievable.

3.6. Analytical Performance. 3.6.1. Sensitivity and
Specificity. The sensitivity response of the fluorescence

Figure 11. (a) Fluorescence spectra for Ni2+ MOF-MoS2NBs (25 μg·mL−1) and Y-shaped DNAzyme (20 μM) at various concentrations (0, 10, 20,
30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 100, 150, 200, 300, and 400 μM) in 20 mM TRIS (pH = 8.0) at 37 °C; (b) resolution of fluorescence against the
Ni2+ concentrations; (c) linear relationship between the fluorescence intensity and Ni2+ concentrations (0−50 μM); and (d) selectivity of Ni2+

(300 μM) and coexisting metal ions (500 μM). Error bars displayed the standard deviation for three individual tests.
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biosensor was analyzed for the multiple detections of Hg2+,
Ni2+, and Ag+ ions with different concentrations. The effective
fluorescence quenching for the cleaved fluorophore-labeled
SAs on the MOF-MoS2NB response to various concentrations
of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ metal ions is shown in Figures 10a,
11a, and 12a. We found that the fluorescence intensity of the
cleaved fluorophore-labeled SAs was significantly quenched by
the MOF-MoS2NBs. Following this, the fluorescence intensity
decreased gradually with increasing concentrations of metal
ions, which were recorded under the optimized conditions. In
addition, these kinds of metal ions were specifically cleaved to
target the DNAzymes. Particularly the thymine-rich (T-rich)
and cytosine-rich (C-rich) DNA sequences in the Hg2+zyme

and Ag+zyme and the nitrogen-rich ligand moiety (glycyl−
histidine-functionalized tertiary amine) were inserted at the
RNA site of the Ni2+zyme. This utilized the T-Hg2+-T, C−Ag+-
C, and the N−Ni2+-N coordination chemistry and induced
three different types of DNAzymes, which were cleaved
(activated) specifically. The cleaved fluorophore-labeled SAs
were quenched on the versatile MOF-MoS2NB surface. The
intensity of the fluorescence decreased significantly as the
concentration of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and the Ag+ ions increased

Figure 12. (a) Fluorescence spectra for Ag+ MOF-MoS2NBs (25 μg·mL−1) and Y-shaped DNAzyme (20 μM) at various concentrations (0, 0.4,
0.8, 1.2, 1.6, 2, 2.4, 2.8, 5, 15, 25, 50, 75, 125, 225, 300, and 400 nM) in 20 mM TRIS (pH = 8.0) at 37 °C; (b) resolution of fluorescence against
the Ag+ concentrations; (c) linear relationship between the fluorescence intensity and Ag+ concentrations (0−3.0 nM); and (d) selectivity of Ag+

(300 nM) and coexisting metal ions (1000 nM). Error bars displayed the standard deviation for three individual tests.

Table 1. Comparison of Various Biosensing Probes Used to
Determine Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ Ionsa

biosensing probe method LOD targets refs

MOF/DNA FT 3.0 nM Hg2+ 49
DNA@MOF FT 3.2 nM Hg2+ 50
DNA/MOF FT 7.5 and 2.6 nM Ag+ and

Hg2+
51

DNAzyme FT 12.9 μM Ni2+ 52
3D MOF/DNAzyme FT 4.2 nM Ag+ 53
WS2 Nanosheets FT 3.3 nM and

1.2 nM
Hg2+ and
Ag+

54

Y-shaped DNAzyme
and MOF-MoS2NBs

FT 0.11 nM, 7.8 μM;
and 0.25 nM

Hg2+, Ni2+;
and Ag+

this
work

aFT-Fluorescence Technique.

Figure 13. (a) CD spectra for Y-shaped DNAzyme (2 μM) and (b)
Y-shaped DNAzyme/MOF-MoS2NBs (2 μM) with Hg2+, Ni2+, and
Ag+ ions (2 μM).
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from 0 to 300 nM, 0 to 400 μM, and 0 to 400 nM, respectively,
as shown in Figures 10b, 11b, and 12b. As a result, the virtuous
linearity was achieved between the concentration of the metal
ions and the fluorescence intensity from 0 to 1.6 nM (R2 =
0.99808) for Hg2+ (Figure 10c), 0 to 50 μM (R2 = 0.98748)
for Ni2+ (Figure 11c), and 0 to 3 nM (R2 = 0.99564) for Ag+

(Figure 12c). The limits of detection were found to be 0.11
nM for Hg2+, 7.8 μM for Ni2+, and 0.25 nM for Ag+, which
were obtained as 3 times the standard deviation of the blank,
respectively. These results indicate that this MOF-MoS2NB
nanomaterial possessed remarkable quenching efficiency, high
sensitivity, and selectivity for the detection of Hg2+, Ni2+, and
Ag+ ions when compared to the previous reports generated
using the single DNAzyme-based sensors. The advantages of
the present sensing protocol were compared with the
previously reviewed biosensors, as revealed in Table 1.
3.6.2. Selectivity. The exploration of the selectivity of the

proposed sensor was done with other environmentally
significant metal ions, including K, Co, Zn, Mn, Ca, Pb, Cd,
Fe, Cr, Fe, Cd, Cu, Mg, and Ba. In a typical experiment, one of
these metal ions was added to the Y-shaped DNAzyme/MOF-
MoS2NB complex at a final concentration of 20 min. As shown
in Figures 10d, 11d, and 12d, the fluorescence emmision was
significantly decreased by Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions when
compared to the other interfering metal ions. Hence, these
target metal ions selectively responded to high catalytic

activity, and no obvious response was observed during the
addition of the co-interfering metal ions. These results
indicated that the proposed strategy had a reasonable
selectivity, which could be used successfully in the detection
of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions.

3.7. Scrutiny of CDS. Here, the performance of the Y-
shaped DNAzyme was collectively analyzed using the three
types of DNAzymes, which were Hg2+zyme, Ni2+zyme, and
Ag+zyme. They possessed different DNA sequences which
were easy to detect and rapid. The Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ion
detection sensors used CDS. The detection of Hg2+, Ni2+, and
Ag+ ions was performed based on the degree of absorption
induced by the right- and left-handed circularly polarized light
(ΔA) for the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions during the cleavage of
the Y-shaped DNAzyme. The specific wavelength of the
absorption peak was determined according to the structure of
the Y-shaped DNAzyme, which was simultaneously cleaved by
the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions. The application of multiple metal
ions as sensors using CDS was never reported in previous
works of literature.
The sensing mechanism was scrutinized for affirmation using

the CDS. The DNA structural conformation changes observed
in the Y-shaped DNAzyme were triggered by the Hg2+, Ni2+,
and Ag+ ions. Figure 13a reveals an obvious cotton effect,
which indicated the peak of the Y-shaped DNAzyme with a
concentration of 2 μM. A high positive CDS peak at 276 nm
and a broad negative peak at 243 nm were observed, which
attributed to the characteristic peaks of the Y-shaped
DNAzyme. When the targets (Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions)
were added to the sensing complex(Y-shaped DNAzyme/
MOF-MoS2NBs), the positive and negative peaks underwent
an unanticipated decrease because these targets could be
cleaved onto the three kinds of RNA sites of the Y-shaped
DNAzyme which liberated the SA fragments with fluorophores
(ssDNA), as shown in Figure 13b.

3.8. Application in Real Water Samples. The designed
Y-shaped DNAzyme/MOF-MoS2NB sensing probes estab-
lished the practical applicability by determining the Hg2+, Ni2+,
and Ag+ ions in real water samples using the standard addition
method. The real samples were adjusted with 10 mM Tris−
HCl (pH 8.0) before the analysis. Briefly, the real water
samples were diluted three times using 10 mM Tris−HCl and
spiked with 0.1 M metal ions (Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions)
separately. Furthermore, these samples were used for the
analysis of the fluorescence measurement and also for the
detection of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions for establishing the
accuracy of the proposed method. The recovery values of the
water samples are summarized in Tables 2−4. It can be
observed that the proposed sensor retained the recovery range
from 98.6 to 104.0% (Hg2+), 99.0 to 103.5% (Ni2+), and 99.1
to 105.2% (Ag+), respectively. This outcome reveals that the Y-
shaped DNAzyme/MOF-MoS2NB sensor was found to be
suitable for the determination of Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions in a
real water sample with appropriate recoveries for practical
application. Furthermore, the reproducibility was investigated
by measuring the target metal ions for repetitive samples. The
RSDs (tap and lake water) were 0.9 and 2.4% for Hg2+, 0.1 and
3.4% for Ni2+, and 2.7 and 1.9% for Ag+, respectively. These
results revealed that the proposed strategy possessed good
selectivity and reproducibility and hence can be successfully
used in the simultaneous detection of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+

ions.

Table 2. Determination of Existence for the Hg2+ Ion in
RWS Using the Proposed Technique

detected ±SD recovery (%)

sample spiked (nM) Hg2+ Hg2+

tap water 0.3 0.311x ± 0.47y 103.6
0.6 0.623x ± 0.24y 103.8
0.9 0.947x ± 0.21y 100.5

lake water 0.3 0.308x ± 0.38y 102.6
0.6 0.592x ± 0.42y 98.6
0.9 0.893x ± 0.32y 99.2

Table 3. Determination of Existence for the Ni2+ Ion in
RWS Using the Proposed Technique

detected ±SD recovery (%)

sample spiked (μM) Ni2+ Ni+

tap water 10 10.231x ± 0.35y 102.3
15 15.533x ± 0.53y 103.5
20 20.337x ± 0.21y 101.6

lake water 10 10.427x ± 0.33y 104.2
15 14.982x ± 0.42y 99.8
20 19.883x ± 0.32y 99.4

Table 4. Determination of Existence for the Ag+ Ion in RWS
Using the Proposed Techniquea

detected ±SD recovery (%)

sample spiked (nM) Ag+ Ag+

tap water 0.4 0.421x ± 0.45y 105.2
0.8 0.813x ± 0.33y 101.6
1.2 1.207x ± 1.21y 100.5

Lake water 0.4 0.408x ± 0.38y 102.1
0.8 0.792x ± 0.42y 99.1
1.2 1.193x ± 1.32y 99.4

ax-mean values of three determinations, y-standard deviation.
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4. CONCLUSIONS
As a summation, this investigation reveals the enhanced
catalytic activity of the Y-shaped DNAzyme and the 3D MOF-
MoS2NBs used in the development of fluorescent biosensors
and their application in the simultaneous detection of Hg2+,
Ni2+, and Ag+ ions in the aqueous media. Interestingly, the
circular cleavages of the three distinct fluorophore (FAM,
ROX, and TAMRA)-labeled Y-shaped DNAzymes were found
to possess an enhanced sensitivity and enabled the
simultaneous detection of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions,
which was definitely superior to the previously reported
sensing systems. Under the optimized conditions, the analytical
performance of the developed biosensor exhibited an excellent
selectivity toward Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ even in the presence of
other coexisting metal ions whose detection limits were found
to be 0.11 nM, 7.8 μM, and 0.25 nM, respectively. The
excellent performance of the present technique used in the
detection of the Hg2+, Ni2+, and Ag+ ions in real water samples
was completely justified with satisfactory results. Moreover, the
multiple detection capabilities will significantly minimize the
time and sensor costs which are pretty remarkable. The
investigation paves the way for excellent prospects in practical
applications in the detection and imaging of multiple metal
ions in environmental and clinical samples under the complete
utilization of the proposed sensor.
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