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ABSTRACT: Ionic calcium (Ca®") is an important second messenger in cells, particularly in the g o
neuron. A deficiency or excess of Ca** would lead to neuronal apoptosis and further injury to the WMWIWW H, ‘Wﬁ?@

brain. For accurate analysis of intracellular Ca®', a single silicon nanowire (SiNW)-based
ratiometric biosensor was constructed by simultaneously anchoring Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-
ester) (PF),, as a reference molecule, and Fluo-3, as a response molecule, onto the surface of a ) *

single SINW. The SiNW-based biosensor exhibits high sensitivity and favorable selectivity for _%

detecting Ca®". With the assistance of a micromanipulator and laser scanning confocal |/ &= A -
microscope, two single SINW sensors were placed in the body and the neurites of an individual '
neuron to detect Ca**. The difference between the concentrations of Ca** in the body and
neurites was identified. The results from the present study provide new insights into Ca®" in Momnnin
neurons at a high spatial resolution, and the strategy used in this study provides a new
opportunity to investigate cellular metabolism by combining the advantages of a single-cell
detection technique and physiology.
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B INTRODUCTION high spatial resolution.”’"** Therefore, a sensor with new
configuration must be developed for the accurate and stable
detection of the Ca*" in a single cell.

A one-dimensional (1D) nanostructure is nanometers in
diameter and micrometers in length and could be physically
located within a single cell.">37%¢ Accordingly, 1D nanostruc-
tures could be used as substrates to anchor small molecule
probes to configure a 1D fluorescence sensor.”””® By being
physically locating in a single cell, the 1D fluorescence sensor
could avoid the leakage of small molecules and drift of
nanoparticles. Among the various 1D nanostructures, silicon
nanowires (SiNWs) exhibit favorable biocompatibility, modifi-
ability, and compatibility with Si technology.”>****** SINW-
based sensors have been cleverly used to detect hypochlorous
acid in single macrophages.”’ In the present study, SINWs
were chosen as carriers to construct a ratiometric sensor for
evaluating intracellular Ca** with high spatial resolution. The
ruthenium-based dye bis(2,2'-bipyridine)-4'-methyl-4-carbox-
ybipyridine-ruthenium N-succinimidyl ester-bis-
(hexafluorophosphate) (Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-ester)(PF),)
with red emission was employed as the reference molecule

As an important second messenger in cells, intracellular Ca**
signaling is related to many cellular activities, for example,
managing the activation of ion channels in the plasma
membrane and cell death."™ In particular, intracellular Ca*
regulates fundamental processes in neurons, such as plasticity
and synaptic transmission.*”° Upon exposure to various
stimuli, the cellular Ca** concentration increases from the
low level that is characteristic of the resting state to a higher
level.” The dysregulation of Ca** homeostasis can lead to
neurodegenerative diseases, skeletal muscle defects, and
chronic heart failure.® Ca** is not distributed uniformly
throughout the cell, and only a few Ca* ions in the cytoplasm
are freely diffusible.” Therefore, the ability to detect Ca*" in a
single cell with high spatial resolution is a prerequisite for the
investigation of the fluctuation of Ca®* and to obtain insights
into the Ca**-related processes in neurons, particularly in the
body and neurites of a single neuron.

Fluorescence sensors are usually used to measure intra-
cellular Ca*, including genetically encoded calcium indica-
tors,"’ small-molecule fluorescence probes,”_B and nano-
particles."*"> The genetically encoded fluorescent indicators
usually involve complex transfection steps.'® Moreover, the
leakage of small-molecule fluorescent probes from the cell and
the drift of the nanoparticles in cells, as well as the
inhomogeneous distribution of the molecules and nano-
particles in a cell,'”~"? also prevent researchers from accurately
profiling the heterogeneity of Ca®* in an individual cell at a
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(Ru), and Fluo-3** was selected as the response molecule to
detect Ca?*.>’ Both the response and reference molecules were
covalently immobilized on the surface of the SINWs, and the
SiNW-based Ca’* ratiometric sensor was obtained. The
chelation of Ca* with the response molecule Fluo-3 increases
the green emission of the sensor, while the red emission from
the reference molecules is not altered. With the assistance of a
micromanipulator and laser scanning confocal microscope
(LSCM), two single SINW sensors (SINW-S) were placed in
an individual neuron, and the difference between the
concentrations of Ca** in the cell body and neurite was
determined. This new sensor avoids not only the leakage and
drift of small molecule or nanoparticle-based fluorescent
probes from the cell but also the complex transfection steps
in genetically encoded calcium indicators. Especially, this
nanowire-based sensor can be positively located in target
regions of a cell with the aid of the micromanipulator. The
method presented here will provide new insights into Ca®*
signal transduction in neurons with a high spatial resolution
and low background.

B RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure la—d shows the SEM images of SiNWs. The lengths of
short SINWs (Figure 1a,b) and long SiNWs (Figure 1c,d) are

Figure 1. SEM images (a) in top view and (b) in side view of short
SiNWs; SEM images (c) in top view and (d) in side view of long
SiNWs; (e) HRTEM image of the SINW.

approximately 20 and 150 um, respectively. The TEM image
(Figure le) demonstrates that the SiNW consists of a
crystalline Si core and a silica sheath with a thickness of 10 nm.

To fabricate the SiINWs sensor for Ca?*, the obtained SiNWs
arrays on a Si wafer (SiNWs-a) were successively hydroxylated
(SiNWs-a-OH) and decorated with 3-aminopropyltriethox-
ysilane (APTES) (SiNWs-a-NH,), Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-
ester) (PFg),(SiNWs-a-Ru), and Fluo-3 (SiNWs-A). The
procedure for SINW modification is shown in Scheme 1.

To confirm that the SiINWs-a was decorated with the dyes,
we investigated the surface composition of the bare SiNWs-a,
SiNWs-a-NH,, SiNWs-a-Ru, and SiNWs-A by XPS, and the
results are shown in Figure Sla. Compared with SINWs-a, the

Scheme 1. Procedure for SiNWs Modification
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XPS spectrum of SiNWs-a-NH, revealed an obvious peak for
nitrogen (Figure S1b), verifying that the surface of the SINWs
was modified with APTES in the first step of Scheme 1.
Compared with the XPS spectrum of SiNWs-a-NH,, the
spectrum of SiNWs-a-Ru contained a new fluorine peak
(Figure Slc), indicating that Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-ester)-
(PFg), was grafted on the surface of SiNWs-a-NH, in the
second step of SINWs modification. The peaks of ruthenium
and phosphor were not obviously detected, due to a low
content of Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-ester)(PF4), modified on
the SINWs. A new chlorine peak was identified in the XPS
spectrum of SiNWs-A (Figure S1d), which was attributed to
the final decoration of Fluo-3 on the SiNWs. The metal
chloride peak in the XPS spectrum of SiNWs-a-Ru was
possibly caused by the chelation of chloride in PBS buffer with
ruthenium.?* Based on these observations, both the reference
molecule and Fluo-3 were successfully anchored to the surface
of the SINWs.

First, the SINWs-A was used as a platform for detecting
Ca*. The SiNWs-A (0.5 cm X 0.5 cm) was immersed upside
down in phosphate buffer (10 mM, pH = 7.3) in a dish. The
fluorescence images of the SINWs-A were recorded by using a
Nikon Al LSCM with an oil 60X objective lens and laser with
an excitation wavelength of 488 nm before and after addition
of Ca?". The fluorescence images of SiNWs-A (Figure 2al,b1)
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Figure 2. Fluorescence images of SiNWs-A before (a) and after (b)
the addition of 500 uM Ca*" in PBS buffer: (al, bl) fluorescence
images in merged channel; (a2, b2) fluorescence images in green
channel; (a3, b3) fluorescence images in red channel; (a4, b4)
fluorescence ratio images. Slice view of Z-scan fluorescence images of
SiNWs-A before (c) and after (d) the addition of 500 uM Ca**. (e)
Reversibility of the green fluorescence of the SiNWs-A at the Ca®*
concentrations between 0 to 0.2 M; 10 mM PBS buffer, pH = 7.3, 4,
= 488 nm, RT. The scale bar represents 10 ym.

were separated to different channels: merge channel, green
channel, and red channel. As shown in Figure 2a2, weak green
fluorescence was observed from the SiNWs-A before the
addition of Ca*". However, the addition of Ca®" significantly
increased the green fluorescence of the SiNWs-A (Figure 2b2),
and little change in the red fluorescence from the reference
molecules was detected (Figure 2a3,b3). The fluorescence
ratio images are shown in Figure 2a4,b4. This color change of
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the ratio images demonstrates that the SINWs-A can be used
to detect Ca®". A series of fluorescence images of Z-scan of the
SiNWs-A was also captured before and after the addition of
Ca®". And the slices view of the Z-scan fluorescence images is
shown in Figure 2¢,d. These fluorescence images further
confirm that the two dyes have been successfully modified on
the whole array, not just its top. Furthermore, the intensity of
the green fluorescence decreased when the SiNWs-A was
immersed in the PBS buffer without Ca** again, indicating that
the change in the intensity of the green fluorescence is
reversible as the Ca*" concentration changes. Four cycles were
executed by altering Ca®* concentrations from 0 to 0.2 M, and
the reversibility of the green fluorescent was consistent, as
shown in Figure 2e. The distinct response of the SINWs-A to
Ca®" implies that the SiNWs-A could be developed as a device
to reversibly monitor the Ca*".

Next, we investigated the response of the SiNW-S, which
was dropped off from the SiNWs-A, to Ca**. A 10 uL stock
solution of the SINW-S was added to a dish containing 1 mL of
PBS buffer (10 mM, pH = 7.3), and the system was stabilized
for 10 min. Then, fluorescence images of the SINW-S were
captured by using a Nikon A1 LSCM. As shown in Figure 3a—

green

red
.
.

Figure 3. Fluorescence images of the SINW-S. (a—c) SiNW-S in PBS
without Ca?*; (d—f) SINW-S in PBS supplemented with Ca**; (a, d)
images from merge channel; (b, e) images from green channel; (¢, f)
images from red channel. The red and green lines represent the
fluorescence of SINW-S in red and green channels, respectively.
Conditions: 10 mM PBS solution, pH = 7.3; laser with an excitation
wavelength of 488 nm, RT. The scale bar represents 10 pm.
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¢, only red fluorescence was observed from the SiNW-S before
the addition of Ca**. However, the SiNW-S exhibited orange
fluorescence emission after Ca®>* was added to the solution
(Figure 3d). By observing the fluorescence from the green and
red channels and comparing them with fluorescence of the
SiNW-S without Ca®*, we found that the green emission was
increased by the Ca** (Figure 3b,e), and the red fluorescence
exhibited little change (Figure 3cf), causing the emergence of
the orange fluorescence emission. And the appearance of
fluorescence change of SINW-S demonstrates that the SINW-S
also has distinct response to Ca®* in PBS solutions.

We investigated the selectivity and anti-interference ability
of the SINW-S. As shown in Figure 4, the addition of Mg*,
Zn**, K*, and Na" ions to the SINW-Ss solution had little effect
on the normalized ratio of green and red fluorescence
intensities (Igreen/Ired) of the SINW-Ss (black bar). Thus, the
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Figure 4. Normalized ratio of fluorescence intensity of the SINW-Ss
incubated with 0.1 mM Na*, K*, Mg?*, or Zn**, or no additional metal
ions (black bars), and after the addition of 1 uM Ca*" (red bars).
Conditions: SINW-Ss 0.95 mg/mL, PBS buffer (10 mM, pH = 7.3),
Aex = 488 nm, RT.

SiNW-S displayed a favorable selectivity for Ca**. Additionally,
the fluorescence response of the SINW-S toward Ca** in the
presence of these jons was also studied (red bar). Although the
solution contained Mg**, Zn**, K*, or Na* ions, the addition of
Ca®* noticeably altered the normalized Ipreen/Iiea- We
confirmed that the presence of common relevant metal ions
does not remarkably alter the detection of Ca?*.”* In addition,
SiNW-Ss were dispersed in PBS buffer solutions containing
ionomycin (an ionophore to increase the intracellular Ca®*
concentration) and solution containing 10% BSA. The
normalized Iy.,/I;.q of the SINW-Ss displayed little change
(Figure S2), indicating that the ionomycin and protein had no
influence on the emission of SINW-Ss.

To actively position the SINW-S in a single cell for the
detection of Ca?*, we loaded the SiNW-S at the tip of a
micropipette via a micro-operation system. Figure S illustrates
the loading scheme (Figure Sa) and shows the SEM image of
the micropipette loaded with the SINW-S (Figure Sb). Then,
the SINW-S loaded in the tip was inserted into the cell with the
assistance of the Nikon A1 LSCM (illustrated in Figure Sc, and
a video showing the insertion of the SiNW-S, video SI, is
presented in the Supporting Information). Here, 1929 cells
were employed as a model to confirm that the sensors can be
inserted in the cell, and even two sensors can be inserted in
one cell for Ca®* detection. L929 cells were stained with
Hoechst33342 (a nuclear stain with a blue color) to facilitate
observations under the LSCM. As shown in the Z-series
fluorescence images (video S2), two fluorescence emissions
were observed. The blue fluorescence was derived from the cell
nucleus stained with Hoechst33342, and the red fluorescence
was obtained from the SINW-S. Figure S3 shows bright field
images of the SINW-S (in the red circle) before (Figure S3a)
and after (Figure S3b) it was inserted into the L1929 cell.
Clearly, the SINW-S is much smaller than the cell, which
guaranteed little damage to the cell membrane during
penetration with the SINW-S. The safety of the insertion of
the SINW-S into the cells was further confirmed from the
bright field video (video S3 in the Supporting Information).

Two SiNW-Ss, numbered S1 and S2, were utilized to detect
the Ca*" ions in different locations in an 1929 cell. Initially, the
fluorescence images of S1 and S2 were captured in 1 mL of
PBS (Figure 6a). By observing the fluorescence images from
the green and red channel of the LSCM, we found that the
green fluorescence intensity of S1 and S2 was weak, and only
the red fluorescence was detected (Figure 6e,i). However,
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a

Figure 5. (a) Loading scheme of the SINW-S with a micropipette. (b)
SEM image of the SINW-S at the tip of the micropipette. The red
arrow points to a single SINW-S. (c) Schematic of the detection
system for the single nanowire-based ratiometric biosensor for Ca*

a single cell.

merge  green red

Figure 6. (a—1) Fluorescence images of S1, S2, and the L929 cell. (a)
Images of S1 and S2 before insertion in the L929 cell. (b) Images of
S1 and S2 inserted into the 1929 cell. (c) Images captured after the
addition of 1 yL of ionomycin; the concentration of the ionomycin in
the extracellular media of the cells was 1 yM. (d) Images captured
after the addition of another 1 uL of ionomycin; the concentration of
the ionomycin in the extracellular media of the cells was 2 uM. (e—h)
Images from green channel. (i—1) Images from red channel. (m)
Lireen/Irea of S1 and S2 in panels a—d. (n) Bright field images of S1 and
S2 inserted into the cell. The scale bar represents 20 ym. Conditions:

10 mM PBS buffer, pH = 7.3, lasers with excitation wavelengths of
488 and 405 nm, RT. The error bars were generated by selecting three
different locations of S1 and S2 and integrating their fluorescence
intensities.
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when S1 and S2 were inserted into the L929 cell (Figure 6b),
the fluorescence intensity from the green channel increased,
and the red fluorescence intensity exhibited little change
(Figure 6fjj). The increase in the green fluorescence was
attributed to the increase in the amount of Ca®>" in the
cytoplasm, as evidenced by the emission from the molecule
Fluo-3 on the surface the SiNW-S. The application of the
ionophore ionomycin increases intracellular Ca>*.>> Therefore,
various concentrations of ionomycin were added to the culture
medium, and the fluorescence images of S1 and S2 were
observed. As shown in Figure 6¢, the green fluorescence was
significantly increased after ionomycin was added into the
culture medium (the concentration of the ionomycin in the
medium was 1 yM) (Figure 6g). Further, little change in the
red fluorescence intensity (Figure 6k) was observed. After
more ionomycin was added to the medium (the concentration
of the ionomycin in the medium was 2 M, Figure 6d), the
green fluorescence intensity was further increased (Figure 6h).
However, a minimal change in the red fluorescence intensity
was detected (Figure 61). The increase in the green
fluorescence was attributed to the Ca®" outflow from organelles
induced by ionomycin.*® The change in the blue emission in
the nucleus was due to the incubation with ionomycin, as a
long incubation with ionomycin could decrease the cellular
activity.”’ >’ The green fluorescence intensities and red
fluorescence intensities scanned along the direction from S
to E of S1 and S2 in Figure 6a—d were recorded, and the Igrem/
I.q4 of S1 and S2 under different conditions are shown in
Figure 6m. We selected three different sites in S1 and S2 and
integrated their fluorescence intensities, and error bars were
generated. As shown in Figure 6m, the Lyee,/Ieq of S1 and S2
had almost no difference when they were out of the cell, but
they were increased as the Ca®* concentration increased in
L1929 cells. Moreover, the final values of I;.c,/Iieq of S1 and S2
were almost the same, because the two sensors were close to
each other. The bright field image indicated that the L929 cell
survived even after S1 and S2 were inserted into the cell
(Figure 6n). These data indicate that the sensors could be
inserted into the cell at the same time and they has the
capability to detect the Ca®*" in a living single cell
simultaneously.

Ca’" is vital in the body and neurites of a neuron. The
regulation of the Ca’* signal between the body and neurites is
closely associated with some neurodegenerative diseases, such
as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, or Huntington’s disease.” 636,40
Here, the Ca®" in the body and neurites of hippocampal
neurons from fetal rats were detected with two SiNW-Ss, L1
and L2. First, fluorescence images were captured for both L1
and L2 in PBS (Figure 7a). By observing fluorescence from the
green and red channels, we detected weak green fluorescence
intensity for L1 and L2, and only red fluorescence was
observed (Figure 7e,i). With the assistance of the micro-
manipulator, L1 was inserted into the body and L2 was
inserted into the neurites. The green fluorescence intensity of
L1 and L2 increased, and the red fluorescence intensity
exhibited minimal changes (Figure 7b,f;j). The increase in the
green emission was attributed to the presence of the Ca** in
the cell. Subsequently, various concentrations of ionomycin
were added to the culture medium. As shown in Figure 7c, the
green fluorescence intensities of L1 and L2 were further
increased (Figure 7g), while the red fluorescence intensities of
L1 and L2 exhibited little change after the addition of
ionomycin to the culture medium (the final concentration of

https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041
ACS Chem. Neurosci. 2020, 11, 1283—-1290


https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig5&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig6&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig6&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig6&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?fig=fig6&ref=pdf
pubs.acs.org/chemneuro?ref=pdf
https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acschemneuro.0c00041?ref=pdf

ACS Chemical Neuroscience

pubs.acs.org/chemneuro

Research Article

merge

green red

Igreen/lIred

w " oo™ o
AW 2
n §
S
-
/ L2

Figure 7. (a—1) Fluorescence images of L1, L2, and a hippocampal
neuron from a fetal rat. (a) Image of L1 and L2 in PBS. (b) Image of
L1 and L2 inserted into a hippocampal neuron. (c) Image of L1 and
L2 in the hippocampal neuron after the addition of ionomycin to the
culture medium (the concentration of the ionomycin in the medium
of the cells was 1 uM). (d) Image captured after the subsequent
addition of more ionomycin (the concentration of the ionomycin in
the medium of the cells was 2 guM). (e—h) Images from the green
channel. (i—1) Images from the red channel. (m) Change in the Lyreen/
I.q values of L1 and L2 under various conditions. (n) Bright field
image of L1 and L2 after insertion into a hippocampal neuron. The
scale bar represents 20 ym. Conditions: 1 mL of 10 mM PBS buffer,
pH = 7.3; lasers with excitation wavelengths of 488 and 405 nm, RT.
The error bars were generated by selecting three different sites of L1
and L2 and integrating their fluorescence intensities.

the ionomycin in the medium was 1 #M) and stabilization for
2 min (Figure 7k). Furthermore, the addition of more
ionomycin (the final concentration of the ionomycin in the
medium was 2 uM) to the culture medium (Figure 7d)
resulted in a further increase in the green fluorescence
intensities (Figure 7h) but did not alter the red fluorescence
intensities (Figure 71). The intensities of the green
fluorescence and red fluorescence from L1 and L2 were
scanned along the direction from S to E and recorded, as
shown in Figure 7a—d, and the I;.,/I;.q values of L1 and L2
under different experimental conditions were obtained. The
data were recorded three times at various locations of L1 and
L2, and error bars were generated. The Iy.c,/Ieq values of L1
and L2 for four conditions are shown in Figure 7m. The e,/
I.q values were low when L1 and L2 were only incubated in
PBS. After L1 and L2 were inserted into the cell and
ionomycin was subsequently added into cell culture medium,
the Iyeen/Lieq obviously increased. Moreover, the Igeen/Ired
differed for L1 and L2 at every step. The change in Iyeen/Iiea
was more significant in the cell body than in the neurites, in
contrast to the observations from the 1929 cell. Based on this
evidence, the content of Ca®* ions in the neuronal body was
higher than that in the neurites.*’ We also captured bright field
images of L1, L2, and the cell (Figure 7n). The bright field
images revealed that the rat hippocampal neuron was still alive
after L1 and L2 were inserted into the cell, confirming the
safety of the sensor in neurons.

B CONCLUSIONS

In summary, a SiNW-based ratiometric fluorescence sensor for
Ca’" was constructed by introducing the ruthenium-based dye
with red emission as the reference molecule and Fluo-3 with
green emission as the response molecule on the surface of

1287

SiNWs. The sensors displayed a favorable selectivity and anti-
interference ability from other metal ions, and they achieved a
reversible detection of Ca** in PBS. In particular, with the help
of a micromanipulator, SINW-S was loaded in the tip of a
micropipette and was able to recognize the difference between
the concentrations of Ca?* ions in the cell body and the
neurites of a neuron. The SINW-S profiled the heterogeneity of
the Ca® in an individual cell with a high spatial resolution.
This sensor provides a new intriguing method for detection in
single cells and even for monitoring dynamic changes.

B METHODS

Materials and Equipment. Fluo-3 was purchased from Dojindo
Laboratories in Japan. 3-Aminopropyltriethoxysilane (APTES) and
ionomycin were purchased from J&K Scientific Ltd. HF (40%) was
purchased from Aladdin. Hoechst33342, Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-
ester)(PFg),, 1-(3-dimethylaminopropyl)-3-ethylcarbodiimide hydro-
chloride (EDC), and N-hydroxysuccinimide (NHS) were purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich. Other reagents were purchased from Beijing
Chemical Regent Co. The chemicals and reagents used in this study
were AR grade.

SEM images were captured by using a Hitachi S-4800FEG
scanning electron microscope. TEM images were captured by using
a JEOL-2100F transmission electron microscope (acceleration voltage
=200 kV). The X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) spectra were
recorded with a Thermo Fisher Scientific ESCALAB 250Xi X-ray
photoelectron spectroscope (voltage 1S kV). The MP-285
micromanipulator was employed to insert the single SINW sensors
into a single cell. Fluorescence images of the cells and single SINW
sensors were captured with a Nikon A1 LSCM equipped with a 60X
oil-immersion objective lens at excitation wavelengths of 488 nm from
the green and red channel.

Preparation of SiNW-based Sensors. SiNWs arrays with
different lengths were fabricated by chemical etching (CE) and
heated to 400 °C in a furnace for 200 min to obtain a silica shell. The
SiNWs-a was immersed in a solution of H,SO, (98%) and 30% H,0,
(3:1, v/v) at 95 °C for 1 h and repeatedly washed with deionized
water. Then, the SINW-a was immersed in a solution of H,0, 30%
H,0,, and NH,OH (5:1:1, v/v/v) for 1.5 h at room temperature,
repeatedly rinsed with deionized , and dried under vacuum. The
product was SiNWs-a-OH. The dried SiNWs-a-OH was immersed in
15 mL of anhydrous toluene (distilled) in a round-bottomed flask
under a nitrogen flow. Then, 100 yL of APTES was added. The
solution was heated to 90 °C for another 24 h under a nitrogen
atmosphere. The wafers were picked out and washed repeatedly with
ethanol. The wafer was SiNWs-a-NH,. SiNWs-a-NH, was immersed
in 2 mL of PBS solution (10 mM, pH = 7.3), and 200 uL of
Ru(bpy),(mcbpy-O-Su-ester) (PF;), solution (5 mg/mL, in DMF)
was added to the PBS solution for S h at room temperature. The
wafer was picked out and washed with deionized water. The wafer was
SiNWs-a-Ru. Next, 1 mL of Fluo-3 (1 mg/mL, in DMSO), 800 uL of
EDC (0.1 mg/mL, in ultrapure water), and 500 xL of NHS (0.1 mg/
mL, in ultrapure water) were sequentially added to 2 mL of ultrapure
water at 0 °C and stirred for 30 min to activate the carboxyl in Fluo-3.
Finally, the SiNWs-a-Ru was added into the 2 mL solution described
above and oscillated for another S h. The wafer was picked out and
washed repeatedly with ultrapure water. To confirm that the
unreacted molecules were completely removed from the product,
we monitored the fluorescence of the wash liquid until fluorescence
was not detected. The modified SINWs array with the two molecules
on a Si wafer were SiNWs-A. The SiNWs-A with short SINWs was
used to detect Ca®* in solution. The SiNWs-A with long SINWs was
ultrasonicated in ultrapure water, to drop off the SINWs from Si wafer
to obtain the stock solution of the single SINW sensors (final
concentration 0.95 mg/mL). The single SINW sensor was designated
as SINW-S, which was employed to detect Ca** in a single cell.

Loading of the SiNW-S into the Nanopipettes. First,
micropipettes with a tip diameter of 0.5—0.9 pm were fabricated
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from a thin-walled borosilicate capillary (Sutter, BF100-78-10, melting
point 498 °C) with a micropipette puller (Sutter P-97). Next, S uL of
a diluted stock solution of the SiNW-S was injected into the
micropipette by a pipettor with a 10 pL pipet tip and subsequently
pushed with a syringe until a SINW-S with the proper length was
exposed at the tip of the micropipette. This process was performed
with the assistance of a micromanipulator and microscope. Finally, the
micropipettes loaded with SINW-S were dried in air at ambient
temperature for the subsequent detection of intracellular Ca?*.

Cell Culture. L929 cells were purchased from the Center of Cells,
Peking Union Medical College. Before capturing fluorescence images,
L1929 cells were cultured in confocal microscope dishes containing
DMEM. The dishes were maintained in a 5% CO, air atmosphere at
37 °C in a humidified Panasonic MCO-SAC incubator. Primary rat
hippocampal neurons were extracted from the hippocampus of Wistar
rat embryos (E17—E18). First, the hippocampus was cut into small
pieces and treated with trypsin (0.25%) for 15 min (37 °C) in Ca**-
and Mg**-free Hank’s balanced salt solution (HBSS). Then, the
activity of the residual trypsin was quenched by adding DMEM
containing 10% BSA. The small pieces of the hippocampus were
transferred to a neurobasal medium supplemented with B27 (1:50
dilution) and GlutaMAXTM-1 (1:100). The neurons were
dissociated in neurobasal medium and then seeded onto the glass
bottoms of the 35 mm dishes that have been coated with poly(p-
lysine) (0.1 mg/mL) at a density of (4.0—5.0) X 10° cells/dish. The
dishes with the neurons were maintained in a humidified incubator
with 5% CO, at 37 °C. The hippocampal neurons were cultured for 7
days before the cell experiments. All experimental protocols were
approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
(IACUC number 2018-039, National Beijing Center for Drug Safety
Evaluation and Research, Beijing, China).
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